
It's the start of the 1997 season. Once more, sportscar racing is on the cusp of
something new, something different. Change is in the air, and people don't like
change, except Larry Payne. He can cope with change … he can exploit it. He can
take the rulebook by the scruff of the neck and shake it. If there's a loophole, he'll
find it, and drive a car through it … his car, the new Laser Strike.

This is a tale of endurance racing – the pinnacle of motorsport. It's a tough, hard
slog, especially for a small, independent team with a tight budget, but the rewards!
Ryan Smith, race engineer and a wizard with the Jaguar V12, is prepared to put
everything on the line for the chance at glory … and he may have to if Laser Strike
Racing is to compete in the world's greatest motor race.

Based around the real-life events of the 65th running of the Le Mans 24 Hours,
Smithy recalls the extraordinary dramas that befall Laser Strike Racing as the
team and its charismatic owner attempt to take on some of the legendary big-
names in sportscar racing – manufacturers who've become synonymous with
success at Le Mans.

Some of what happens is scarcely credible, but this is not fiction, it's 'faction'.
Every unbelievable element is backed up by accounts of how these same dramas
afflicted real teams and real people under the intense pressure of pitlane and
track. Just making it to the chequered flag in the Le Mans 24 Hours is the stuff of
dreams, but if the conclusion of this particular race stretches the imagination,
remember, even this is based around an incident that really, truly happened. Le
Mans is the world’s most famous motor race for good reason...

Whether you're a die-hard race fan or
someone who's seen Le Mans from the
frenetic mayhem of the pitlane, you'll revel in
Malcolm Cracknell's tale of under-dog versus
Goliath. You'll also delight in unravelling the
truth between the lines, and perhaps find
yourself in the thick of the action.
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